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SRO Frozen Custard 
Premium Ice Cream 

18 N. Main – on the Square 
415-8557 

Images ‘N Attitudes 
246 West Mill 
Liberty, MO 

816-792-8488 

Meyer Small Engine Service 
Lawn Mower Parts & Accessories 

Since 1962 
20 N. Leonard St. 

781-3917 

LST-325 By Sam Chapman 
    I may be more interested in the 
LST 325 which was brought back 
from Greece three years ago by a 
skeleton crew of old WW II LST 
veterans, who were an average 

age of 73 years, than other 
members of the post because I 
served on a couple of the old 

Large Slow Targets.  For those 
not familiar with the LST it is a 

sea going ship, 326 feet in length 
with a beam of 50 feet.  It is 

about 4000 tons displacement. 
    The old crew ignored their 
own safety after our Coast Guard 
warned them that the ship was 
not safe and crossed the Atlantic 
in December anyway.  They 
made it in spite of engine 
troubles among many other 
problems.  An indication of the 
shaky situation is that when it 
was put in dry dock after 
returning, at Mobile, Alabama, to 
clean the bottom of the years of 
accumulation of barnacles it 
revealed many holes in the 
bottom in the enginerooms, 
which had to be repaired by 
welding on steel plates.  This was 
on a bottom, which was 7/8 inch 
thick steel plate.  The barnacles 
seemed to be all that kept it from 
sinking while making the Atlantic 
crossing!! 

    The elected Captain, Bob 
Jornlin, a semi retired farmer 
from Illinois, has spent most of 
his time since the return 
supervising the repair of the ship 
and traveling to line up large 
donors to contribute to the 
restoration.  Last summer the 
ship made a trip up the 
Mississippi and Ohio rivers 
stopping at many ports including 
St. Louis and at ports where the 
LSTs were built during WW II.  
Thousands of visitors toured the 
ship and contributed a very large 
amount of money.  The towns 
where the ships were built really 
turned out in force.  Negotiations 
are currently underway at several 
ports for a permanent home for 
the ship.  The plan in the future is 
to make summer visits to ports on 
both coasts to familiarize the 
public with these ships.  Next 
summer a trip up the east coast is 
planned. 
    The LST 325 has been docked 
near Mobile since it's return.  
Docking expenses of nearly 
$3000 per month take a big bite 
out of the income.  Some LST 
veterans are on board 24/7 to 
protect the ship and direct 
volunteers who come to work on 
the restoration. 
    One interesting project has 
been the restoration of the 

antique radio and radar 
equipment.  While the ship has 
been totally rewired from stem to 
stern, and modern navigation 
instruments have been installed, 
one old volunteer has found old 
radio tubes etc and all of the 
original electronic gear is now in 
working order. 
    During the recent hurricane, 
which touched Mobile there was 
great concern for the safety of the 
ship.  Only one local veteran 
stayed aboard to "do all I can to 
protect my ship.  He had the ship 
moved up the river a bit and 
placed in a narrow stream.  He 
had it secured with all the lines 
available to trees on each side. 
 His ship came through with no 
damage in spite of the high 
winds.  It was ironic that Captain 
Jornlin was in the hospital at the 
time and could not be there to 
supervise.  He was recovering 
from very severe life threatening 
injuries he received from a 
tractor accident on his farm.  My 
guess is that had he been 
physically able he is one Captain 
who would have been present 
aboard his ship come you know 
what and high water. 
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Family Dinner Planned 
     Again this year, Post 95 is 
holding a family Christmas 
Dinner.  The event will be held 
on Tuesday, December 21st at 
6:30 P.M..  The Post will provide 
the meat dish, while members are 
asked to bring a covered dish.  
This is a chance for the ladies to 
show-off their favorite Holiday 
dish. 
     Legionnaires are asked to 
bring pictures of their time in the 
service and wear your old service 
cap (we doubt that anything else 
would still fit).  This event is 
always a lot of fun. 
     If you know of anyone that is 
home and still on active duty or 
reserve status, bring them along 
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.  We want to say “Thank You” 
to them for helping keep our  
Great Country Strong. 
     To get an accurate count on 
how much meat to order, we need 
you to R.S.V.P. by December 
19th. to Dale at 415-0567 or to 
Paul at 792-5785.  Come on out 
and spend a little time with your 
Post 95 Legionnaire Family. 

Membership soars!! 
    Post 95 membership has 
exceeded its membership goal of 
138 members.  And it was done 
very early this year.  This is great 
since last year we achieved only 
about 95% of our goal.  At press 
time we are at about 115%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    This is largely due to the 
transferring of Liberty and 
Kearney Legionnaires who were 
members at large in Missouri; or 
Post 1000 as it is called. 
    The Post 1000 dues are 
$30/year while Post 95 remains 
at $20.  And some of this money 
stays in the Community and 
supports such programs as Boy’s 
and Girl’s State; America’s 
Veterans; Flag Etiquette; and 
other youth programs. 
    We still have some members 
to renew for 2005, so if you have 
not send your membership in, 
please do so ASAP.  Post 95 
should receive several awards 
this year.  Thanks to ALL of its 
Members. 

   
         
 
   
                                   

C. M. Mose & Son 
A/C – Heating - Electrical  

Since 1954 
Residential & Commercial 

Phone: 781-4707 

Jim’s Barber Shop 
Northland’s Only Full Service 

Barber Shop 
Crossroads Shopping Center 

792-3959 

MOTHER NATURE’S 
HEALTH MARKET 

“Serving Liberty’s healthy needs”
344 South 219  phone 415-4638

Open Mon. – Sat.   9-8 

Bland's Income Tax Service 
William W. Bland 

609 Northpoint Avenue 
Liberty 

(816) 792-2711 or 590-9395 

Y Liquor 
Beer, Wine, Premium Cigars 

346 S. 291 Hwy - Liberty 
1742 Jesse James – Excelsior 

Sprs. 
781-9442 630-7560

Books by Ray & Helen Merrell 
My three years in the Marines 

Simple Times, Simple Pleasures 
Growing up in the 30’s & ‘40’s 

WWII Love Story 
Great Gifts  –  Call 781-6879 
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